Squamous and basal cell cancers directly invading major salivary glands.
Epidermoid carcinoma of the skin of the head and neck may uncommonly involve the parotid gland by either direct extension or metastases to the parotid lymph nodes. The parotid gland contains a rich network of superficial and deep nodes, draining a large area of the facial region, with the preauricular, cheek, ear, and eyelid dominating. Few patients with direct parenchymal invasion of the parotid gland by a simultaneously existing squamous or basal cell carcinoma were reported. We could find no report discussing direct tumoral invasion into the submandibular salivary gland. Three patients with squamous cell carcinomas and 2 with basal cell carcinomas of the skin directly involving the underlying salivary glands are presented. The few authors discussing this subject concur that treatment should include resection of the primary tumor along with parotidectomy. Elective neck dissection and irradiation are proposed. The course of disease, treatment, and survival of our patients are discussed.